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Press release


Press release on the speech by Siegbert Lapp, Director of Lapp Holding AG

Lapp Muller, the hidden champion:

Special cables for the sea and more…

Stuttgart, June 2010

The operating activities of Lapp Muller SAS in Grimaud, southern France certainly don't take it into uncharted waters. The company is considered around the globe to be the cable specialist for particular tough applications. The company develops and manufactures in particular special cables for underwater applications, for instance for the oil and gas sector, security and military technology and also for high-tech robotics in industry and service applications such as inspection robots for sewers. The company is also a specialist in working with short cable lengths, in that Lapp Muller already develops and produces cables for very small order quantities. The company does not demand any minimum order quantities as is the case with other manufacturers. "Lapp Muller has a global reputation as a problem-solver. This is what makes Lapp Muller so unique," explains Director Siegbert Lapp. 
Lapp Muller is a true success story. The company Muller was founded in Paris in 1939 and relocated to the French Riviera at the start of the 60s. Since being taken over by Câbleries Lapp s.a.r.l. (from Forbach, France) in 2003, the company has been trading as Lapp Muller SAS. The strategic aim was to continue to strengthen the Lapp Group's position in the leading group of manufacturers of highly flexible robotic and special cables. Looking at the oil and gas sector alone, the Lapp Group is today one of the few companies in the world to offer special cables for both the off-shore and on-shore sectors. The on-shore sector is covered by the Italian firm Camuna Cavi, also a Lapp Group company, with Lapp Muller being the specialist for the off-shore sector. Lapp Muller now operates across the globe and is listed almost everywhere, for example amongst 17 of the 20 largest international EPC (Engineering, Procurement & Construction) companies such as Saipem, Technip, Total and Fluor, as well as amongst the 400 most important and leading end clients in the oil and gas sector. The company today employs around 110 people and has an annual turnover of approx. €20 million.

"Lapp Muller is a true treasure trove of expertise," comments Siegbert Lapp. Each month sees the development of around 250 new cables. There is rarely a cable that is also used for a second, similar application. Each cable is designed and manufactured to the customer's precise wishes and the respective requirements. As all prototypes are archived for at least 10 years, Lapp Muller has by now amassed more than 70,000 samples. 
Using special cables provided by Lapp Muller, the Scottish company Pelamis Wave Power has brought into operation a wave power plant just off the west coast of Portugal. The 180 metre-long "sea serpents" each generate a maximum output of 750 KW and can thus supply electricity to roughly 500 households per year. An entire wave farm with 30 of these "sea serpents" generates more than 22 MW. Specifically, in conjunction with Lapp Systems in Germany, Lapp Muller delivered 210 cable harnesses with specially developed pneumatic control and data cables for the connection to each motor, as well as data cables for the sensors and measurement devices. The mechanical tests were simulated at Lapp Muller using robots. Further wave power plants are in the pipeline.

Further examples:

· Lapp Muller has a particularly strong presence in the off-shore sector, with special cables for deep-sea ROVs (remotely operated vehicles). These cables include control cables combined with coaxial cables for video monitoring, floating ROV control cables or cables to control the dredgers on the sea bed. For the French companies COMEX and COMANEX, both leaders in the development of manned and unmanned deep-sea devices, Lapp Muller developed supply systems that function perfectly in depths of up to 1,500 metres. In addition to the breathing system in a pressure-protected cable with a diameter of approx 90 mm, up to 20 different connection and control cables and data cables were also included. Similar systems are also being developed for the Italian firm Saipem, for example. The company is a specialist in manufacturing and installing machines, platforms and other products for extracting oil, laying pipelines and drilling for gas and oil reserves.

· The special cables are also used by national naval forces, with Lapp Muller having developed floating underwater antennae cables for submarines. For a global company that supplies products including under and over-water technology for the navy, Lapp Muller produced an underwater sonar cable sheathed in steel and that could withstand pressures of up to 60 bar, as well as a control cable capable of withstanding pressures of up to 700 bar.
· The SBM Group from Monaco is yet another customer. It develops, manufactures and installs mooring systems: anchored buoys connected to the sea bed with a pipeline, from which tankers can be loaded with oil. Lapp Muller supplied control cables that reliably open and close the valves at the sea bed and transport cables designed to withstand particularly extreme conditions. 
· BUS cables were developed for the underwater drilling units of the Norwegian company Aker Solutions ASA, which are particularly resistant to mud, oil and salt are no thicker than your little finger.
· Other sea applications include underwater vehicles such as remotely operated robots. These are able to drill holes at a depth of 7,000 metres to search for gas reserves. Cables that can withstand pressures of 700 bar were needed for this.
However, Lapp Muller is also a strong player in "dry applications". In addition to special cables for robots, in particular in the automotive industry, Lapp Muller also manufactures cables that are used in clean room technology, for example in semiconductor production, optical and laser technology or air and aerospace technology. These cables must not allow dust or gases to develop when they move. Lapp has recently obtained such a clean room certificate. It was awarded by the Fraunhofer Institute for Manufacturing Engineering and Automation (IPA) and assesses the clean room compatibility of material pairings (particle emissions) and the gas emission behaviour in the case of movement, for example in drag chains or robots.

Lapp Muller's expertise is also in demand in the prison sector. Following remarkable escapes from French prisons in the past, Kevlar cables provided by Lapp were stretched across the inner courtyards. Helicopters can now no longer land.

Siegbert Lapp comments: "I am very proud of the way in which Lapp Muller has developed. It perfectly rounds off our range and the company's reputation as a problem-solver is affording us access to important new markets." 
About the Lapp Group:

The Stuttgart-based Lapp Group is one of the most important manufacturers and suppliers of highly flexible cables, leads, cable accessories, industrial connectors, preassembled cables and communication technology. Its world-famous brands include ÖLFLEX® connection and control cables, UNITRONIC® data cables, HITRONIC® fibre optic cables, SKINTOP® screwed cable glands, SILVYN® cable protection and guiding systems, FLEXIMARK® marking systems, EPIC® industrial connectors and ETHERLINE® components for active network technology.
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